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The Demilitarized Zone --An International Frontier 
Department of State Note (August 1965) 


As an result of the 1954 Geneva Accords, South Vietnam as well as North Vie'tnam 
is an international entity with independent international status. Under those 
Accords, Vietnam was temporarily divided into two separate zones each to be 
administered by the authorities in North and South Vietnam with separate and 
distinct status. For example, diplomatic or consular relations have been 
established with Saigon or Hanoi or both.*' 1 

'At the same time, the provisional military demarcation line established by the 
Geneva Accords, although not a "political or territorial boundary," is still 
an international frontier that must be respected under international frontier 
that must be respected under international law. In this respect the division 
of Vietnam is similar to the division of Germany or Korea. It is obvious that 
if a state is divided by an internatinally recognized demarcation line each 
part of that state must refrain from the use of force or histile acts against 
the other. Thus, an attack by North Korea on South Korea or East Germany on 
West Germany would be illegal. Such attacks are no less "aggression" or "armed 
attack than an attack by one state against another. 1 ' 


* As far back as 1955, South Vietnam was recognized, de jure, by 36 nations, 
and North Vietnam had full relations with 12 countries. 

The Republic of Vietnam has de jure diplomatic relations with 52 nations 
including France, United Kingdom, West Germany, Brazil, Mexico, Switzerland 
fo North Vietnam has full diplomatic relations with 24 countries 

In In belon ^. t ° 5 he ^“ nist b loc. This recognition ratio is comparable 
to South Korea which has full relations with 64 nations while North Korea is 

recognized by 25. West Germany has de jure recognition from nearly 100 nations 
while East Germany has full diplomatic relations with only 12." 

Department of State Note (August 1970) 

"International law requires that political disputes be settled by peaceful 
means. Recourse to armed force is prohibited. This doctrine is of great 
importance in the temporarily divided states, be it Germany, Korea, or 
Vietnam, where peace depends upon respect for established demarcation lines. 

The action of the United Nations in the Korean conflict of 1950 clearly 
established the principle that there is no greater license for one zone of 
a temporarily divided state to attack the other zone than there is for one 

Knllt ^ i S ^ te : S ° Uth Vietnam has the same ri 8 ht that South 

Korea had to defend itself and to organize collective defense against an 

Se 2 f 19^0 ^ t H e .. N ° r w th * A resolution of the Security Council dated 
June 25, 1950, noted with grave concern the armed attack upon the Republic 

stitutes by , f ° rC ^ ^ ro ™ North Korea " and determined "that this action con- 
stitutcs sl breach of th6 * 
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Vietnam to the United Nations. 1 
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